Artwork Statement
STUDENT CRITIQUE AND EXHIBITION WORKSHEET
This guided template helps a student or emerging artist explain one artwork in clear language. It separates observation, intention, choices, process, reflection, and editing so the final statement stays specific to the work.
	Artist
Click or type here
	Artwork title
Click or type here

	Year
Click or type here
	Medium and materials
Click or type here

	Dimensions or duration
Click or type here
	Class exhibition or audience
Click or type here


Start with the artwork
	Prompt
	Notes

	What can a viewer see, hear, or encounter?
	[Describe without interpretation first]

	What materials and techniques are present?
	[Name the most relevant choices]

	What idea, question, memory, place, or issue shaped it?
	[Be specific]

	What changed while making it?
	[Decision, problem or discovery]




1 Observation before interpretation
Describe the work
List visible, spatial, sonic, tactile, time-based, or interactive features. Avoid praise words such as beautiful or interesting.
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
2 Intention
What I wanted to explore
Explain the starting question or intention. It is acceptable for the work to remain open-ended.
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
3 Choices
	Choice
	Alternative considered
	Reason for the final decision

	[Color, material, scale, composition, sound, sequence]
	[Other option]
	[Effect or connection to intention]

	[Choice]
	[Alternative]
	[Reason]

	[Choice]
	[Alternative]
	[Reason]




4 Process and problem solving
How the work developed
Describe one challenge, experiment, revision, accident, technical choice, or turning point that affected the finished work.
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
5 Context and influence
Relevant context
Name only the artists, traditions, places, events, research, or experiences that directly help explain this work. Explain the connection in your own words.
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
6 Reflection
	Question
	Response

	What is working as intended?
	[Evidence from the artwork or critique]

	What remains unresolved?
	[Specific issue or question]

	What would I change or investigate next?
	[Next artistic decision]




7 Write the final statement
Opening
Name the artwork, medium, and central focus in one or two sentences.
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Development
Explain the most important material or formal choices and how they connect to the intention. Include one process detail.
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Closing
End with the question, tension, discovery, or next direction that matters most.
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Submission check
☐ The statement describes this artwork rather than art in general
☐ I used first person and language I understand
☐ I connected at least one visual or material choice to meaning
☐ I did not copy an artist biography into the statement
☐ I avoided telling every viewer exactly what to feel
☐ Artwork title, date, medium and dimensions are accurate
☐ The final version meets the teacher, exhibition or application limit
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